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VISUAL CUES: What Are They? 

The use of visual cues will help you to remind your child to use good speech sounds 

during conversations at home without interrupting them. What are visual cues? Visual 

cues are non-verbal signals done through facial expressions or hand gestures. 

 

Examples of Visual Cues: 

 For those working on the /s/ and /z/ sounds, use a cue of a smile with teeth 

together. Your cue would look a little like the picture shown below. This can 

also work on those who have difficulty with /t/ and /d/. 

If needed use a verbal cue and tell them to “put teeth together” or 

“keep your tongue in”. 
 

 If your child is working on the /th/ sound, stick out your tongue to remind 

them of their sound. Kind of like the picture below (but you can smile with 

yours).  Some students are hesitant to “stick out” their tongue, but I tell 

them it’s the only time they will get away with “sticking out” their tongue 

at a teacher! 

 
 If your child has difficulty with the /k/ and /g/ sounds, point your fingers or 

place your hand by your neck. This shows them where the sounds are produced. 

 

 If /sh/ and /ch/ are the sounds your child is working on, you may want to use 

the “fish face” cue. This is where you pucker your lips to show how to 

produce the sounds. 

For a verbal cue: Tell them to use a “fish” or “kiss” face.  Some students 

will even respond to the verbal cue of “pucker your lips”. Below is a side 

view of a “fishy face”. 

 
 

If /f/ and /v/ are your focus, use the visual cue of “biting” you lip to show how 

the sound is produced. 

-A verbal cue would be to tell them “bite your lip”. 

 



 

These visual cues can be done without any verbalizations and it is a quick reminder to 

students to remember their sounds. 

 

Unfortunately all sound productions cannot be “seen”and for those sounds you 

need to rely on verbal cues only. 

 
 For the /r/ production tell your child to “pull the tongue back” or put it in 

the /k/ position and then say the /r/ sound. The /k/ and /r/ sounds are 

produced with the tongue in similar positions. 

 

 If your child has been paying attention in speech these will all be second 

nature to them.  Make them second nature at home too! 

If you have any questions don’t hesitate to call! 

 

   

       

 
 


